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CHAPTER 1: COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
Extent of Plan Focus 
This Recreation Plan addresses recreational facilities and plans within the boundaries of the Village 
of Hillman and Hillman Township. The plan will evaluate the surrounding recreational opportunities, 
as well as the socio-economic status of the Hillman area and its surrounding areas to determine 
the recreational needs of the population and plan for improvements that fit those needs. 

Location and Regional Setting 
The Village of Hillman and Hillman Township are in the Northeastern Lower Peninsula of Michigan 
in east central Montmorency County (Map 1 – Regional Location). The Township is bordered by 
Montmorency Township to the north, Briley Township to the west, Avery and Rust Townships to 
the south, and Green and Wellington Townships in Alpena County to the east. The Village of Hillman 
lies on the eastern edge of Hillman Township and is surrounded by the Township except for a small 
portion that extends into Green Township in Alpena County. The Township comprises a total area 
of 68.9 square miles, including the 1.75 square miles that is the Village of Hillman.  

The latitude of the Village of Hillman is 45o3’N, approximately halfway between the North Pole and 
the equator. The Hillman area is rural with abundant natural resources and recreational 
opportunities.  

Transportation 
State Highway M‐32 runs along the southern border of the Village through the southeastern corner 
of the Township. The highway is a primary east/west trunkline connecting US-31 in Antrim County 
to US-23 in Alpena County. This highway also connects to the north/south State Highway M-33 
from Avery Township to the southwest and in Briley Township to the north where it continues to 
Onaway and Cheboygan. County Road 451, County Road 624, and Pleasant Valley Road are the 
primary roads within the area. 

Public Transportation is offered by Thunder Bay Transportation Authority, a three-county transit 
system. There is no railroad access in the Village or Township. Hillman Airport, located two miles 
northwest of the Village of Hillman in eastern Hillman Township, is a public airport owned by the 
Village. The airport has a 3,400’ paved runway and a second 2,200’ grass strip.  
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Population 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the population of Hillman Township in 2020 was 2,009 
persons, with a median age of 55.3. This represents a decrease of 7.8% from the 2010 census. 
These census numbers include the Village of Hillman, which, according to the 2020 census, had a 
population of 605 persons with a median age of 52.4. This represents a decrease of 13.7% from 
the 2010 Census. According to census data, there are 1,201 occupied housing units and 584 
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use units in the area. Using the average of 2.15 residents per 
occupied housing unit would mean an increase in seasonal residents of over 1,255. These seasonal 
residents also play an important role in the need for improvements to existing parks and recreation 
facilities as well as the creation of new recreational opportunities. 

Climate 

The Hillman Area’s climate is humid continental and is not strongly influenced by the Great Lakes. 
The average temperature for the area is 43.05o F. The county has generally cold winters, cool 
springs, moderately warm summers, and cool falls. These distinct seasons provide ample 
opportunities for a wide range of outdoor recreational activities. Snowmobiling, cross-country 
skiing, and ice fishing are just some of the area’s popular winter sports, and summertime activities, 
such as swimming, boating, fishing, hiking, and camping, can be enjoyed when the weather turns 
warm. Springtime brings out mushroom hunters and bird watchers, while many await the autumn 
months for hunting and fall color tours.  
 
The average annual precipitation is 24.9 inches with approximately 60% of the precipitation falling 
between April and September. The temperature ranges between 19°F and 67°F in the spring and 
between 51°F and 80°F in the summer. The frost-free dates for the Hillman area are typically June 
10 to September 8. The average annual snowfall is 96 inches, and on average, 129 days of the year 
have at least one inch of snow on the ground; however, the number of days varies each year. The 
temperature ranges between 16°F and 56°F in the fall and between 9°F to 30°F in the winter. 

Geology 
The general geology of the Hillman area is consistent with that of the entire northern lower 
peninsula of Michigan. Surface conditions are the product of continental glaciation with a bedrock 
geology of sedimentary rock underlying the glacial surface features.  

The bedrock geology of the area was established during the Paleozoic Era, some 250 to 600 million 
years ago, by shallow marine seas that deposited layers of silt, clay, and other calcareous materials 
to form shale, limestone, and dolomite bedrock. This bedrock is located anywhere from 40 to 500 
feet below the surface. The sedimentary bedrock type through Hillman Township is predominantly 
Antrim Shale with small areas of Barea Sandstone and Bedford Shale, Sunbury Shale, and 
Coldwater Shale in the south-central portion of the Township. Antrim Shale contains rich deposits 
of natural gas that have resulted in numerous producing wells in the Township and throughout the 
region. 
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The surface features of the area were developed 10,000 to 12,000 years ago through continental 
glaciation. The numerous glacial advances and retreats across the region formed a complex pattern 
of erosion and depositional features. These features include coarse textured glacial fill in the 
southwest, glacial outwash sand and gravel in the northern and central areas, and end moraines of 
medium textured till in the east. The numerous lakes, streams, and wetlands are a result of glacial 
activity.  

Topography 
The Village of Hillman and Hillman Township occupy part of an old lake plain that covers the 
northeastern portion of Montmorency County. The land in this area is level or gently rolling, but it 
contains numerous wet swales, ponds, and higher patches of sand. Elevations range from 700 to 
900 feet.  

Soils 
The soils in the Hillman area are also a product of the glacial history and consist primarily of medium 
and coarse-textured glacial till or sand and gravel outwash. Most of the Township is sand or loamy 
sand, but transitions to a silt loam on the eastern edge of the Township. As can be expected, areas 
of hydric soils are located along and near the Thunder Bay River, creeks and streams, and in 
proximity to lakes and larger ponds. These areas are primarily muck and mucky sand.  

Water Resources 

The Hillman area is blessed with many clean lakes and streams (Map 2 – Water Resources), which 
provide ample opportunities for fishing, swimming, and small craft boating. The chief source of 
water for Hillman is the Thunder Bay River, which flows through the southeast corner of the 
Township and the Village from the southwest to the northeast. Brush Creek, a major tributary, 
begins in the northwestern part of the Township and flows eastward, intersecting the Thunder Bay 
River near the center of town. Both the Thunder Bay River and Brush Creek are controlled by dams, 
and the impoundment on Brush Creek is another important water resource for the Village. Anchor 
Creek flows from the northeastern border of Hillman Township to the eastern edge of the Village 
of Hillman. Miller Creek flows through the south-central portion of Hillman Township before it flows 
into the Thunder Bay River.  

Lake Avalon is the largest lake within the Township. Ess Lake lies on the northern border of the 
Township, extending into Montmorency Township. The south end of Long Lake and the Long Lake 
Narrows lie within the Township and extend into Montmorency Township as well. Other lakes within 
the area include: Voyer Lake, Sucker Lake, Sportsmen Lake, Coopers Pond, Beaver Lake, and Lake 
Hiawatha, also known as Brush Lake, through which Brush Creek flows.  

Groundwater is generally available in adequate quantities throughout Montmorency County. Four-
inch wells in glacial drift will yield 10 to 15 gallons of water per minute. Availability of groundwater 
in bedrock is not very productive since only 10 or fewer gallons per minute can be expected from 
bedrock throughout the county. Depth to groundwater averages 30 to 40 feet. 
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State of Michigan Land 
State land covers a large tract of land in Hillman Township (Map 3 – State Owned Land). The Atlanta 
State Forest Area of the Mackinaw State Forest is a 280,000-acre forested area that is located in 
Cheboygan, Presque Isle, Alpena, and Montmorency Counties. The forest is owned by the State of 
Michigan and operated by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  Approximately 17,000 
acres of the Atlanta State Forest are included in Hillman Township. 

Wetlands and Woodlands 
A wetland is land that is permanently or very seasonally flooded and is often referred to as marshes, 
bogs, and swamps. Wetlands in the Hillman area generally follow the river and stream corridors, 
with small pothole wetlands scattered across the landscape.  

The forest lands of the area are predominantly upland forests consisting of aspen, oak, mixed pine, 
and northern hardwoods (sugar maple, beech, and basswood). Lowland conifer forests mostly 
follow the stream corridors and contain northern white cedar, black spruce, and eastern tamarack. 

The forests of Northern Michigan provide important raw materials for local industries including 
pulpwood, fuel chips, saw logs, firewood, Christmas boughs, and sap for maple syrup. 

Fish and Wildlife 
The Hillman area’s topography, climate, water resources, and diverse forest land provide the basis 
for extensive fish and wildlife habitat. The fishing and hunting resources in the area are an 
important component of the local economy, with many people traveling to the area to enjoy the 
high-quality resources. Visitors also enjoy hayrides and sleigh rides to view the area’s elk.  

Sport fishing on area lakes and streams is an important component of the area’s recreation and 
economic activity. Game fish species found in the river and streams include brown and rainbow 
trout, northern pike, largemouth and smallmouth bass, walleye, yellow perch, bullhead, and various 
panfish species. Designated trout waters mean resident populations of trout are supported. Miller 
Creek yields brook, brown, and some rainbow trout. Additionally, perch, smallmouth bass, pan fish, 
walleye, pike, and bluegills are found in the area’s numerous lakes. 

The forested and wetland regions of the Hillman area provide habitats for numerous species of 
birds and mammals typical of the forested ecosystems of Northern Michigan. Game species 
include elk, white-tail deer, black bear, wild turkey, ruffed grouse, woodcock, and snowshoe hare. 
Non-game species include fox, woodchuck, beaver, porcupine, raccoon, opossum, skunk, coyote, 
bald eagle, and many songbirds and waterfowl. 

Numerous threatened and endangered species occur within the Thunder Bay River basin. These 
include Kirtland’s Warbler, osprey, caspian tern, common loon, lake sturgeon, channel darter, black 
sedge, fairy slipper, dwarf lake iris, and pine drops. 
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CHAPTER 2: ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
Village of Hillman Administration 
The Village of Hillman operates under an administrative structure consisting of a President, Clerk-
Treasurer, Manager, and four Trustees. The President and Trustees are chosen by registered voters of 
the Village in an at‐large election held every four years for Trustees, and every two years for the 
President. Parks and recreation facilities are under the direct control and responsibility of the Village 
Council. The Village of Hillman Planning Commission is directly responsible for developing the 
Recreation Plan. 

Village of Hillman Organizational Chart 
 

 
 
Parks & Recreation Staff 
The Village of Hillman does not employ an official director for the parks program. The Village 
employs a seasonal part-time park manager and a seasonal part-time laborer position. The parks 
and recreational facilities are under the direct control of the Village Council. The Village Manager 
oversees the Parks and Recreation Department, and day-to-day operations are the responsibility 
of the park manager and a part-time seasonal employee. The Village of Hillman DPW staff does 
occasionally assist with maintenance activities. Larger maintenance and construction projects are 
contracted on an as-needed basis. 

Hillman Township Administration 
Hillman Township is governed by an elected Board of Trustees consisting of a Supervisor, Clerk, 
Treasurer, and two Trustees. These positions are chosen by registered voters of the Township in 
an at-large election held every four years. The Board of Trustees is responsible for making 
decisions concerning recreational land acquisition, planning, maintenance, and budgeting. The 
board has delegated some of its responsibilities to an appointed Park Committee to manage the 
affairs at recreation sites. The committee provides input on recreational planning and provides 
some oversight of the day-to-day maintenance and operation of recreation facilities. The Hillman 
Township Planning Commission is directly responsible for developing the Recreation Plan.  

Village 
Council

Clerk Manager

Bookkeeper DPW 
Supervisor

Park 
Manager

Treasurer Planning 
Commission



CH
AP

TE
R 

2 
– 

AD
M

IN
IS

TR
AT

IV
E 

ST
RU

CT
UR

E 

Village of Hillman & Hillman Township Joint Recreation Plan 
 

P a g e  | 10 

CH
AP

TE
R 

2 
– 

AD
M

IN
IS

TR
AT

IV
E 

ST
RU

CT
U

RE
 

Hillman Township Organizational Chart 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parks & Recreation Staff 
Hillman Township employs a part-time Community Center & Park Manager who oversees the day-
to-day maintenance and activities at the Community Center and Tiger Paw/Tournament Park. The 
Township also employs one or two part-time seasonal maintenance staff to perform general 
maintenance at Tiger Paw/Tournament. Snowplowing at the Community Center is contracted.  
Larger maintenance and construction projects are contracted on an as-needed basis.  

Planning Commissions 
Planning Commission members are intended to represent a broad spectrum of community 
interests, including recreation, commerce, agriculture, government, education, transportation, etc.  
Planning members may come from many walks of life, but all contribute their time and talents to 
the local planning process. In addition to the direct responsibility of preparing the Master Plan and 
Recreation Plan, the Planning Commission is charged with reviewing development projects as they 
are proposed. 

The Village of Hillman Planning Commission is a five-member body serving three-year staggered 
terms. The Hillman Township Planning Commission is a five-member body serving three-year 
staggered terms.   

Programming 
There is no formal recreation programming in the Village of Hillman. The Brush Creek Mill does 
offer various activities such as Music at the Mill, Open Mic Night, Applefest, Mill River Days, and 
occasional cornhole tournaments. The Village, in partnership with Hillman Community Radio, a 
local low-power FM community radio station, sponsors summer concerts at the Emerick Park 
Bandspace. 

Hillman Township occasionally sponsors summer youth activities at Tiger Paw Park. The activities 
include such things as an outdoor family movie night, a Crime Scene Investigation Day, field trips, 
archery classes, painting, nature walks, wildlife biology, fire safety day, and treasure hunts, to name 
a few. Additionally, private groups and organizations such as Little League sponsor activities in the 
township. 

Board of 
Trustees

Planning 
Commission

Park 
Committee

Community 
Center

Planning and 
Zoning
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Relationship with Other Agencies & Role of Volunteers 
Whenever possible, the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township work jointly and pool resources 
with other agencies and organizations to undertake community projects. This has the dual effect of 
maximizing resources while at the same time benefiting a greater share of the population. 

The Village and Township also depend on their community volunteers. These are dedicated 
individuals and businesses who, time and again, come forward to assist with community projects. 
Community volunteers donate money, time, and materials for many community improvement and 
maintenance projects at recreational facilities. Volunteers often form a committee that spearheads 
an effort to implement a community project.  

The Village of Hillman works closely with the Brush Creek Mill Board. The Village owns the building 
and property, but the Mill is run by the Brush Creek Mill Board. Together, they sponsor many 
activities at the Mill, such as Mill River Days. The Hillman Lions Club has provided work and funding 
for sidewalk and pathway projects in Hillman. The VFW Post puts on the annual VJ Day Festival, 
which offers many activities for residents and visitors to the area.  

Hillman Township maintains a working relationship with several groups and agencies to offer 
summer youth activities at Tiger Paw Park. Agencies include the Hillman Fire Department, 
Montmorency County Sheriff’s Department, Department of Natural Resources, MSU Extension, 
Montmorency Conservation District, and many local businesses. 

Both the Village and Township work with Hillman Community Radio (HCR). HCR is an FCC-licensed 
low-power FM community radio station. The station operates out of a building owned by the 
Township and its antenna is located on the Village water tower. HCR and the Village co-sponsor 
concerts at the band shell at Emerick Park.  

Hillman Area Little League (HALL) partners with the Village and Township. Currently, HALL operates 
out of Hillman Township Tournament Park. HALL provides some maintenance activities at the ball 
fields. They also rent the concession stand from the Township during the baseball season. HALL 
has a 99-year lease with the Village for the development of the Youth Sports Complex, currently 
under development.  

Finances/Park & Recreation Maintenance: Current Funding 
Funds for maintaining, improving, or acquiring recreational facilities in both the Village and 
Township are appropriated from their respective General Fund. 

The Village of Hillman generates revenue through pavilion rental and campground fees at Emerick 
Park. That funding is allocated to a park and recreation line item within their general fund budget. 
The parks and recreation budget item is further supplemented with the addition of other general 
fund dollars. The Village occasionally supplements parks and recreation through other budget 
items as needed. The Village of Hillman Parks and Recreation Budget can be seen in Table 2.1. 

Hillman Township also generates a small amount of revenue from some park activities fees, and 
the pavilion and concessions building rentals. That funding is dedicated to appropriate recreational 
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budget line items. The Township then further supplements recreational budget items with general 
fund dollars. The Township occasionally supplements recreation with other budget line items, as 
necessary. The Township also has a budget line item of approximately $45,000 annually for the 
Hillman Community Center. A portion of that item supports recreation as well. The Hillman 
Township recreational budget can be seen in Table 2.2. 
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Table 2.1 - Village of Hillman Parks & Recreation Budget 
  
  Prior Year Actual 

Current Year 
Amended 

Current Year 
Estimate 

Revenues       
  Park Pavilion Rental $1,575 $750 $750 
  Campground Fees $31,748 $25,000 $30,000 
 Recreation Passport Grant $0 $131,200 $0 
Total Revenues $33,323 $156,950 $30,750 
  

Expenditures       
  Parks and Recreation       
    - Salaries, Permanent Employees $6,000 $8,000 $10,400 
    - Salaries, Temporary Employees $8,411 $15,500 $17,576 
    - Social Security (Local Share) $947 $1,843 $2,099 
    - MESC Contribution $52 $200 $300 
    - Workers Compensation $100 $100 $200 
    - Utilities-Elec, Water, Sewer, Gas $8,351 $9,000 $10,000 
    - Repairs and Maintenance $7,147 $14,000 $10,000 
    - Vehicle & Equipment Rentals $240 $1,000 $1,000 
   - Band Shell Expense $0 $500 $500 
    - Miscellaneous Expense $5,649 $7,000 $4,000 
    - Land Improvements $4,693 $2,000 $2,000 
    - Building Improvements $0 $500 $1,000 
    - Riverfront Development $0 $500 $500 
    - Playground Equipment $0 $202,000 $15,000 
Total: Parks and Recreation $41,590 $262,143 $74,575 

 

Table 2.2 - Hillman Township Recreation Budget 

 Prior Year Actual 
Current Year 
Estimate 

Revenues   
 Park Children’s Activities $100 $1,000 

 Township Park $400 $500 
 RP Grant $150,000 $0 
Total Revenues $150,500 $1,500 

 

Expenditures   
 Village Streetscape & Trail $0 $100 

 Park $143,675 $20,000 

 Park Activities Planner $0 $1,500 

 Park - Children's Activities $880 $1,000 
Total Expenditures $144,555 $22,600 
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CHAPTER 3: RECREATION INVENTORY 
An inventory of recreation facilities available in the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township was 
completed and includes Village of Hillman-owned facilities, Hillman Township-owned facilities, 
other public-owned facilities, and privately-owned facilities. The Village of Hillman and Hillman 
Township-owned facilities were evaluated for barrier-free accessibility. A description of the 
barrier-free accessibility rating criteria is provided below. 

Inventory Procedures 
The methods used by NEMCOG staff to compile this recreational inventory include verification 
and compilation of information from the previous recreation plans, information provided by 
Village and Township officials, and site visits. Compiled information was compared to existing 
information to ensure consistency and/or accuracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accessibility Assessments - An assessment of the accessibility of each park to people 
with disabilities. This assessment must consider the accessibility of both the facilities 
themselves (as appropriate), as well as the access routes to them. The barrier-free 
accessibility information and sources of assistance given in appendices B and D of the 
MDNR Recreation Plan Guidelines document should be consulted when making this 
assessment. At a minimum, use the following ranking system for each park: 
 
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 



CH
AP

TE
R 

2 
– 

AD
M

IN
IS

TR
AT

IV
E 

ST
RU

CT
UR

E 

Village of Hillman & Hillman Township Joint Recreation Plan 
 

P a g e  | 16 

CH
AP

TE
R 

3 
– 

RE
CR

EA
TI

O
N

 IN
VE

N
TO

RY
 

Village of Hillman Owned Recreational Properties 

Brush Creek Mill 

The property and building are owned by the Village, 
but the Mill is operated by the Brush Creek Mill 
Board. The green-built mill is airtight and features 
solar power, water wheel power, and is working 
towards geothermal heating. The Mill houses a 
museum, local crafts and art for sale, an 
educational room, and a meeting room. The Mill 
organizes several events that draw people to the 
mill and the Hillman area, such as live music, Mill 
River Days, Applefest, Quilt Days, and Christmas 
Tree Festival. 

Type: Special Use 
Barrier Free Accessibility: 3 - Most of the park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

Brush Creek Mill Area 

The lot in front of the Mill is a recreational area that 
offers picnic tables and benches. Fishing along the 
riverbank is allowed. Wheelchairs can fit up to the 
picnic tables. 

Type: Mini-Park 
Barrier Free Accessibility: 2 - Some of the park 
areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

Brush Creek Park 

The approximately 2-acre park adjacent to the Brush Creek Mill is a recreational area that offers 
picnic tables and benches. Fishing along the Brush Creek millpond is allowed. Wheelchairs can fit 
up to the picnic tables. A trailhead has been established. Final plans include the further development 
of the trailhead and the addition of other amenities. 

Type: Mini-Park 
Barrier Free Accessibility: 3 - Most of the park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 
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Emerick Park 

This 22-site campground sits on 25 acres within Village 
limits. The park offers camping, picnicking, a 
playground, two pavilions, a pickleball court, regulation 
horseshoe pits, a boat launch, dock, fishing access, 
showers and restrooms, a family/group campsite with 
pavilion, and a band space. Three campsites are paved 
and meet ADA standards, as do the restrooms and 
showers, the pavilions, the playground, and the 
pickleball court. Some of the picnic tables are handicap 
accessible. 

Type: Community Park 
Barrier Free Accessibility: 3 – Most of the park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

Pineview Park   

This 2.8-acre park is located behind the Senior Citizen Center on Pineview Court. This Village-
owned property offers walking paths, a foot bridge, benches, and shuffleboard.  

Type: Mini-Park 
Barrier Free Accessibility:  3 – Most of the park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 

Hillman Township Owned Recreational Properties 

Tournament Park 

This 40-acre park is owned by Hillman Township. It offers three baseball/softball fields, a 
concession stand, restrooms, a pavilion, a playground, and an expanded paved parking lot. A bike 
path owned by the Village runs from Tournament Park west along E. Progress Street to State Street, 
and the Township recently extended the path through the park and along and across the Thunder 
Bay River to Riverside Dr. A snowmobile trail heads along this route into town in the winter. It is 
maintained by the Snowmobile Association. 

Type: Neighborhood Park 
Barrier Free Accessibility:  4 – The entire park meets accessibility guidelines. 
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Tiger Paw Park 

Located in Tournament Park, this community-sponsored 
boundless playground is an extraordinary playground 
where all children, with and without disabilities, can 
develop essential skills for life as they learn together 
through play. 

Type: Mini-Park 
Barrier Free Accessibility: 5 – The entire park was 
developed using the principles of universal design. 

Hillman Community Center   

The 10,000 square foot Community Center is owned 
and operated by Hillman Township. The Village and 
Township offices are housed there along with meeting 
rooms. Roller-skating is the key recreational activity 
offered. The center is available for wedding 
receptions, craft shows, and organizational dinners 
(Ducks Unlimited, White Tails Unlimited, and the 
Fireman’s Ball). 

Type: Special Use 
Barrier Free Accessibility: 4 – The entire park meets accessibility guidelines. 

Other Publicly Owned Recreational Facilities 

Senior Citizens Center 

This facility provides meals, meetings, and crafts for the 
Senior Citizens. Exercise and dance classes are open to the 
public in general. This non-profit facility is run by the 
Montmorency Commission on Aging and the local board.  

Hillman Community School District 

The school provides indoor and outdoor recreation 
opportunities with playgrounds, baseball fields, outdoor 
basketball courts, track, practice fields, football fields, 
restrooms, concession stands, and a gym. The buildings 
provide meeting rooms, places for indoor adult recreation, and 
tournaments. 
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Hillman Wright Library    

The library is open six days a week, offering books, 
movies, and CDs to residents. Computer and internet 
access are available. Recreational activities include story 
time for toddlers ages 1-5 years, arts and crafts for 
children 5-17 years, and adult arts and crafts classes. The 
library also has reading and writing clubs. 
 

 

Youth Sports Complex 

Hillman Area Little League has a 99-year lease with the Village of Hillman to develop and operate 
this 18-acre site. A storage barn and two ball fields have been completed, with a third ball field 
under construction. The site development has been all locally funded. Final plans include the 
addition of a soccer field, press boxes, restrooms and concessions, and parking areas.    

Alpena to Hillman Trail 

The Alpena to Hillman Trailhead is in Alpena. It follows state land to Hillman. The trail comes down 
the side of Progress Street past Tournament Park to State Street. The trail then heads down Caring 
Street to Pineview Park and back onto state land and other trails. The trail is managed by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. The trail offers opportunities for snowmobiling and 
hiking (some sections are impassable for mountain bikers). 

Brush Creek Snowmobile Trail 

The trailhead is located west of Hillman in the Thunder Bay River State Forest. The trail runs 30 
miles to M-33 north of Atlanta. The Alpena to Hillman Trail connects to it southwest of the trailhead. 
The trail is managed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. The trail offers 
opportunities for snowmobiling and hiking (some sections are impassable for mountain bikers).  

Ess Lake State Forest Campground  

Located approximately six miles northwest of the Village in Hillman Township, this state-owned 
five-acre facility offers rustic camping with 27 campsites, boating, fishing, swimming, and a picnic 
area. 

Lake Avalon   

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources owns a public access site with a boat launch and 
beach on County Road 459, five miles north of the Village of Hillman. 

Long Lake 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources owns a public access boat launch off North Shore 
Drive seven miles north of the Village of Hillman. 
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Michigan Department of Transportation – Roadside Park 

The State of Michigan has more than 80 scenic roadside parks located primarily on rural state 
highways. Located in Rust Township on M-32, the Robert P. Zelski Roadside Park is a nicely 
wooded rest stop that features a freshwater well, picnic facilities, and restrooms with vault toilets. 

Fletcher’s Flood Waters 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources owns public access for boats on Jack’s Landing 
Road, five miles east of the Village of Hillman in Green Township, Alpena County. 

Grass Lake   

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources owns a public access boat launch ten miles 
northwest of the Village of Hillman in Montmorency Township. 

Privately Owned Recreational Facilities 

Thunder Bay Golf Resort   

Located within the Village of Hillman is an 18-hole public golf course. Along with golfing, the resort 
offers elk-viewing sleigh rides with a gourmet dinner, quilt retreats, wine tasting events, and murder 
mystery weekends. 

Hillman Sportsman Club 

Located three miles north of Hillman in the northeast corner of the Township, this facility is an 
outdoor shooting range for rifles and handguns at 25, 50, and 100 yards. 

Good Times Family Campground 

Located south of the Hillman area in Rust Township, this facility has rustic and modern campsites 
and cabins available for rent. The campground offers fishing and boat and pontoon rentals. 

Killion’s Landing   

Located seven miles southeast of the Village of Hillman in Green Township, Alpena County, this 
resort offers modern campsites, cabins, and boat rentals on the shores of Fletcher’s Floodwaters. 

Jack’s Landing Resort/The Hideaway at Jack’s Landing  

Located seven miles east of the Village of Hillman in Green Township, Alpena County, it offers a 
restaurant and bar, hotel rooms, 30 campsites with electric, sewer, modern restrooms, swimming, 
playground, boat/canoe rental, fishing bait store, rental cabins, and ice shanty rentals. 
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Status Report on Grant-Assisted Recreational Facilities 
The Village of Hillman has received and successfully completed six grants through the DNR 
recreation grant funds program. They were in 1973, 1977, 1978, 1997, 2006, and 2023.  
 

Table 3.1 – Village of Hillman Recreation Grant Status 

Grant # Project Name Scope Item Current Condition 

26-00454 Hillman Emerick Park 
Added a shelter and 
restroom to the park. 

Shelter is still in use. The 
restroom was converted to a 
maintenance facility after a new 
restroom/shower facility was 
constructed. 

26-00996 
Hillman Emerick Park 
Development 

Shower rooms added to 
existing restroom building in 
the park. 

Deemed obsolete and converted 
to a maintenance facility after a 
new restroom/shower facility 
was constructed. 

26-01060 T3 Pineview Park 

Acquired 2.8 acres of land 
and built 2 shuffleboard 
courts, a storage shed, 
security light, and 
landscaping. 

The storage shed was deemed 
obsolete and removed. 
Remainder of park is in good 
condition and actively used. 

TF97-048 Emerick Park Project 
Construct new modern, ADA 
accessible restrooms and 
showers. 

Facility is in good condition and 
widely used. The Village 
continues to expand the park 
and amenities. A family/group 
campsite with pavilion, 
regulation horseshoe pits, and a 
band shell are recent additions.  

TF06-053 
Brush Creek Dam 
and Millpond 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of approximately 
1.5 acres with 200 feet of 
frontage on Brush Creek 
Millpond. 

The Village has since added 
benches, picnic tables, and 
garbage receptacles with plans 
for further development. 

RP23-0058 

Emerick Playground 
Equip Upgrade & 
Pickleball Court 
Install 

Replace the existing aging 
playground structure with 
new equipment 
as well as construct a 
pickleball court. 

The project was recently 
completed and is now open to 
the public. 

 

 



CH
AP

TE
R 

2 
– 

AD
M

IN
IS

TR
AT

IV
E 

ST
RU

CT
UR

E 

Village of Hillman & Hillman Township Joint Recreation Plan 
 

P a g e  | 24 

CH
AP

TE
R 

3 
– 

RE
CR

EA
TI

O
N

 IN
VE

N
TO

RY
 

Hillman Township has received and successfully completed three grants through the DNR 
recreation grant program. They were in 1994, 2000, and 2021. 
   

Table 3.2 – Hillman Township Recreation Grant Status 

Grant # Project Name Scope Item Current Condition 

TF94-115 
Williams Tournament 
Park (now known as 
Tiger Paw Park) 

Acquire 18.5 acres with 
existing ballfield complex 
and 395 feet frontage on 
Thunder Bay River. 

Facility is in good condition and 
widely used. The Township 
continues to add amenities.  

CM00-031 

Tournament Park 
Development (now 
known as Tiger Paw 
Park) 

Construct a multi-use 
restroom and picnic 
pavilion. 

Facility is in good condition and 
widely used. The Township 
continues to add amenities.  

RP21-0034 
Tournament/Tiger 
Paw Park 
Improvements 

Improvements include 
paving the parking lot, 
paving an 8' wide walkway 
along the Thunder Bay 
River, extending the 8' 
paved Village of Hillman 
bike path to the park, 
renovating and extending 
the existing pavilion, and 
installing amenities such as 
benches, picnic tables, and 
garbage receptacles. 

The project was recently 
completed and is now open to 
the public. 
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Regional Recreation Surrounding the Village of Hillman and Hillman 
Township 
Residents of the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township can also utilize recreational facilities 
outside of the village and the township. Listed below are the public and private recreational facilities 
in the vicinity of both the village and the township. Complete information on all public and private 
recreational facilities can be found in the appropriate township and village recreation plans. 

Avery Township 
Public Private 
Avery Park  

 
Briley Township 

Public Private 
Lake Fifteen Boat Launch Win-Sands Motel 
DeCheau Lake Boat Launch Maple Valley Stable 
Twin Lake Boat Launch  
Crooked Lake Boat Launches  
Clear Lake-Jackson Lake Pathway  
High Country Pathway  
Briley Township Recreation Area  
Briley Township Park  
Davis Field  
Atlanta Senior Citizens Center  
Atlanta Community Schools  
Montmorency County Fairgrounds  
Jackson Lake State Forest Campground  
Elk Trail  

 
Montmorency Township 

Public Private 
Rush Lake Public Access Canada Creek Ranch 
Clear Lake State Park St. John Lutheran Church 
Clear Lake State Park Trail  
Clear Lake-Jackson Lake Pathway  
Town Corner Lake SFCG  
Grass Lake Public Access  
Elk Trail  
High Country Pathway  
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Rust Township 
Public Private 
Rust Township Hall & Park Good Times Family Campground 
Fletchers Floodwaters  
MDOT Robert P. Zelski Roadside Park  

 

Wellington Township, Alpena County 
Public Private 
Wellington Township Hall  
Mackinaw State Forest  

 

Green Township, Alpena County 
Public Private 
Green Township Ball Park Bradley’s Paradise Lodge Resort 
Green Township Fire Hall Upper South Dam 
Green Township Hall Moore’s Landing Campground 
Manning Hill Park Killions Landing 

Fletcher Pond – MDNR Access Site 
Jack’s Landing Resort/The Hideaway at 
Jack’s Landing 

Mackinaw State Forest Fletcher’s Landing 

 

Ossineke Township, Alpena County 
Public Private 
Hubbard Lake Lions Park  
Beaver Lake Park & Campground  
Chippewa Hills Pathway  

 

City of Alpena, Alpena County 
Public Private 
Arthur Sytek Park APlex 
Avery Park Alpena Civic Theatre 
Bay View Park  Thunder Bay Theatre 
Bi-Path Creative Arts Center 
Blair Street Park GKC/Royal Knight Cinema 
City Marina GKC/State Cinema 
Culligan Plaza Alpena Youth Club 
Downtown Parks (Chisholm Street Park 
and Waterfront Park) Boys and Girls Club 
Duck Park Besser Museum for Northeast Michigan 
Island Park Sky Theater Planetarium 
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City of Alpena, Alpena County 
Public Private 
LaMarre Park Alpena Yacht Club 
McRae Park Thunder Bay Shores Marina 
Mich-e-ke-wis Park/Starlite Beach Thunder Bay Scuba 
North Riverfront Park Charter Fishing Boats 
Riverside Skate Park/Water Tower Park Lee’s Miniature Golf 
Rotary Island Mill Park Ninth Avenue Dam 
South Riverfront Park Bay Athletic Club 
Thomson Park Bay Urban Fitness 
Veteran’s Memorial Park  
Washington Avenue Park  
Eleventh Avenue Boat Launch  
Alpena Regional Trailhead  
Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
and Underwater Preserve  
Thunder Bay Island  
Multipurpose Rail-Trails  
Alpena County Fairgrounds  

 
Water Access 
In addition to the facilities listed above, Montmorency County has an abundance of pristine lakes 
and streams to offer numerous recreational opportunities. There are over 100 named lakes 
accounting for more than 10,000 acres in the county. There are also more than 30 named rivers 
and streams in the county, which together account for more than 300 miles of waterways.  
Alpena County adds an additional 20 named lakes, totaling more than 12,000 acres, and another 
35 named rivers and streams, accounting for more than 300 miles of waterways. In total, there 
are over 35 boating access sites on the various rivers and lakes in the two-county area. 
 
Trails 
There are numerous trails of various types that run through Montmorency County. There are 
almost 60 miles of hiking/ski trails, and more than 250 miles of ORV, snowmobile, and 
motorcycle trails in the county. In adjacent Alpena County, there are an additional 65 miles of 
hiking/ski/biking trails, and more than 100 miles of ORV and/or snowmobile trails.  

Other Regional Public Recreation Opportunities 
In addition to recreation within Montmorency County, village and township residents have access 
to recreational opportunities in Alpena, 22 miles to the east, as well as Gaylord, 45 miles to the 
west. The City of Alpena is the largest city in the Northeast Michigan region and offers many 
recreational properties. Community-based recreation in Alpena includes the Plaza Pool at Alpena 
High School and many community parks with swimming and fishing access. Gaylord offers seven 
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recreational properties with many more surrounding Gaylord in Otsego County. The Gaylord area 
is also a true golf mecca with approximately 20 courses within a 30-minute drive. The Otsego 
County Sportsplex is a multi-use facility just south of downtown Gaylord offering a swimming 
pool, ice rink, walking track, fitness classes, pickleball, and the Energy Outlet play structure.   

It is important to note that while all these regional recreational opportunities and many more are 
available to residents of and visitors to the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township, many require 
fees, and all require travel to access them. 
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CHAPTER 4: DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING /PUBLIC INPUT 

Village of Hillman and Hillman Township Planning Process 
Development of a community recreation plan must involve interaction and input from citizens and 
community groups. The Village of Hillman and Hillman Township Planning Commissions were the 
lead entities in developing the Joint Recreation Plan. The Planning Commission, Village Council, 
and Township Board meetings were open to the public, with time allocated for comments. A 
timeline for the development of the Recreation Plan update is as follows: 

Schedule 
 
December 2023 The Village of Hillman and Hillman Township officials contact the Northeast 

Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG) requesting assistance in 
updating the Recreation Plan. 

January 2024 NEMCOG prepares a joint Recreation Plan proposal and contract with the 
Village of Hillman and Hillman Township.  

June 2024 NEMCOG developed an online recreation plan survey. The survey link was 
posted on the Village of Hillman, Hillman Township, and NEMCOG 
websites. Printed copies of the survey were also placed at the Village and 
Township offices and the local library. 

October 2024 The online survey link and promotional flyer were posted on the Welcome 
to Hillman, Hillman Community Radio, and Hillman Community Schools 
Facebook pages to gather more survey responses. 

January 2025 The online community survey is closed, and the results are downloaded 
and forwarded to the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township. Survey 
results can be seen in Appendix A. 

April 16, 2025 NEMCOG attends the joint Village of Hillman and Hillman Township 
Planning Commission meeting to discuss the recreation plan update and 
the community survey results. 

May 2025 A draft Recreation Plan is developed and submitted to the Village and 
Township for review. 

June 25, 2025 The notice of availability of the draft Recreation Plan is published and 
appeared in the Montmorency Tribune. 

July 23, 2025 A Public Notice appeared in the Montmorency Tribune announcing a public 
hearing for the Village of Hillman to be held at the Hillman Community 
Center. 
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July 30, 2025 A Public Notice appeared in the Montmorency Tribune announcing a 
public hearing for Hillman Township to be held at the Hillman 
Community Center. 

August 5, 2025 The Village of Hillman Village Council held a Recreation Plan public 
hearing in conjunction with their regularly scheduled meeting.  

Following the public hearing, the Village of Hillman Council met in open 
session and approved and adopted the Recreation Plan. 

August 11, 2025 The Hillman Township Board of Trustees held a Recreation Plan public 
hearing in conjunction with their regularly scheduled meeting.  

Following the public hearing, the Hillman Township Board met in open 
session and approved and adopted the Recreation Plan.  

Public Input 
Citizen opinion on recreation priorities is key to the development of a recreation plan. The Village 
and Township chose to use an online community recreation survey to gather initial input. The 
online survey was active for seven months. The complete survey results can be seen in Appendix 
A. The subject of the recreation plan update, recreational development, and projects, was also 
discussed at several Village and Township Planning Commission meetings, Village Council 
meetings, and Township Board meetings. Throughout the development of this Recreation Plan, 
members of key groups in the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township have been involved.  
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Online Survey Publicity 
July/August 2024 Publicity 
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October 2024 Publicity 
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Notice of Availability for 30-day Review & Comment Period 
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Village of Hillman Public Hearing Notice 
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Hillman Township Public Hearing Notice 
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Village of Hillman Public Hearing & Village Council Meeting Minutes 
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Hillman Township Public Hearing & Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

  



CH
AP

TE
R 

2 
– 

AD
M

IN
IS

TR
AT

IV
E 

ST
RU

CT
UR

E 

Village of Hillman & Hillman Township Joint Recreation Plan 
 

P a g e  | 45 

CH
AP

TE
R 

4 
– 

D
ES

CR
IP

TI
O

N
 O

F 
PL

AN
N

IN
G

/P
U

BL
IC

 IN
PU

T 

 
  



CH
AP

TE
R 

2 
– 

AD
M

IN
IS

TR
AT

IV
E 

ST
RU

CT
UR

E 

Village of Hillman & Hillman Township Joint Recreation Plan 
 

P a g e  | 46 

CH
AP

TE
R 

4 
– 

D
ES

CR
IP

TI
O

N
 O

F 
PL

AN
N

IN
G

/P
U

BL
IC

 IN
PU

T 

Village of Hillman Village Council Resolution of Adoption 
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Hillman Township Board Resolution of Adoption 
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Copies of Submittal Letters 
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CHAPTER 5: GOALS, OBJECTIVES & ACTION PLAN 

Guiding Principles 
The following are common principles that are shared between the Village of Hillman and Hillman 
Township. These are broad-based goals that are meant to guide the overall recreational planning 
and development in the Hillman area. They serve as guiding principles during the development of 
goals and objectives that follow. The guiding principles, goals, and objectives were developed based 
on public input and the demographics of the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township.  

1. To protect, promote, and preserve the natural resources and cultural characteristics of the 
Hillman area.  

2. To encourage tourism as an economic resource while recognizing the need to maintain 
community character and protect natural resources.  

3. Support regional recreational planning and development with surrounding communities 
and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

4. Ensure area residents are involved in the recreational planning and development process. 

5. Provide a balance of recreational amenities that appeal to both the aging and younger 
population and families to increase the livability of the community and attract families to 
the area.  

6. To continually maintain, improve, and expand recreation within the area to improve the 
quality of life that is critical to residents’ health, the business environment, and the 
attraction of visitors to the area, or those considering moving here. 

7. To ensure all people have access to recreational opportunities regardless of age, sex, 
income, cultural background, or abilities. 

Goals & Objectives 
Goal 1: Continue to implement elements of the Hillman Walkable Community Plan. 

Objective 1A: Add physical fitness stations along the pathway system. 

Objective 1B: Continue development by constructing pathway segments to connect 
residences, schools, commercial areas, and other points of interest. 

Objective 1C: Improve pathway aesthetics by implementing landscaping and bank 
stabilization along the river, mill pond, and creeks. 

Objective 1D: Improve pathway connectivity and access by developing trailheads and 
footbridges over the river and creeks. 
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Goal 2: Continue to maintain and enhance existing recreational properties to promote usage to 
their fullest extent. 

Objective 2A: Add amenities to improve recreational options.  

Objective 2B: Enhance existing recreational equipment, facilities, and structures. 

Objective 2C: Make improvements to expand accessibility for all park users.   

Goal 3: Work to provide additional recreational activities in the Hillman area. 

Objective 3A: Add new equipment, facilities, or structures to expand recreational 
offerings. 

Objective 3B: Seek and work with community partners to continue to provide or expand 
recreational activities and programming.  

Goal 4: Develop promotional programs and materials to promote the Hillman area recreational 
facilities and activities.  

Objective 4A: Develop wayfinding, directional, and site signage to direct people to Hillman 
recreational facilities.  

Objective 4B: Develop maps, brochures, and other materials to promote Hillman area 
recreational facilities and activities. 

Objective 4C: Seek funding and partnerships to support the implementation of a 
promotional program. 

Action Plans 
This section provides an overview of proposed recreational improvements or other projects for the 
next five years for the Village of Hillman and Hillman Township. These projects were identified as a 
result of the input from the public and Village and Township officials. Identified projects aim to 
implement the established goals and objectives. The proposed projects are not ranked or listed by 
importance.  
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Table 5.1 – Action Plans 

Village of Hillman 

 Site  Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 
Cost 

Objective(s) 
Met 

1 Brush Creek Park 
Trailhead with parking and 
pathway 

$30,000 1B,1D,2C 

2 
Mill Pond at Brush 
Creek Park 

Landscaping and bank stabilization $10,000 1C 

3 Village Pathways Add physical fitness stations $2,000/station 1A,2A,3A 
4 Thunder Bay River Add a footbridge over the river $100,000 1B,1D 

5 All Facilities 
Add ADA picnic tables, benches, 
and other amenities 

$2,000/site 2A,2C,3A 

6 Pineview Park 
New shuffleboard, paint, benches, 
tree trimming/removal 

$3,000 2A,2B,3A 

7 Emerick Park Additional campsites TBD 3A 

8 
Emerick Park Band 
Space 

Add concessions and restrooms $130,000 2A,2C,3A 

9 Emerick Park Add additional pickleball court(s) $30,000 3A 
10 Thunder Bay River Boardwalk $100,000 1B,1D,3A 
11 Emerick Park Replace and upgrade signage TBD 4A 

12 Youth Sports Complex 
Continue site development (soccer 
field, complete baseball fields) 

$95,000/field 2B,3A 

13 Village Develop a community theater $20,000 3B 

14 
Emerick Park Band 
Space 

Partner with HCR to offer concerts NA 3B 

 

Hillman Township 

 Site  Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Objective(s) 
Met 

15 Township 
Construct pathway to Jr/Sr high 
School 

$200,000 1B 

16 Township Pathways Add physical fitness stations $2,000/station 1A,2A,3A 
17 Tournament Park Add additional bleachers $5,000 2A,3A 
18 Tournament Park Recondition ball fields $8,000/field 2B 

19 Tiger Paw Park 
Upgrade and expand playground 
equipment 

TBD 2B,2C,3A 

20 Tiger Paw Park Develop winter ice skating rink $60,000 3A 

21 
Tournament/Tiger Paw 
Park 

Expand and pave pathways in park TBD 2B,2C,3A 
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Hillman Township (Continued) 

 Site  Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Objective(s) 
Met 

22 
Tournament/Tiger Paw 
Park 

Add ADA picnic tables, benches, 
and other amenities 

$2,000/site 2A,2C,3A 

23 Community Center Upgrade kitchen TBD 2B,3A 
24 Tournament Park Expand Little League offerings NA 3B 

25 Tiger Paw Park 
Continue and expand summer 
youth and family activities 

TBD 3B 

26 Community Center Use stage for events NA 3B 
27 Community Center Review rental rates NA NA 

 

Joint Village and Township 

 Site  Proposed Improvement 
Estimated 

Cost 
Objective(s) 
Met 

28 Hillman area Install wayfinding signage $6,000 4A 

29 
Hillman area Develop and print brochures, 

maps, or other promotional 
materials 

$3,000 4B 

30 
Hillman area Develop and fund Hillman area 

promotional program 
TBD 4C 

 
 

Basis for Action  

According to 2023 American Community Survey estimates for Hillman Township, including the 
Village of Hillman, approximately 48% of households exist as family households. Just over 21% of 
households had children under the age of 18, while 58.7% of the residents were over 50 years of 
age. Approximately 27% of the population has reported a disability. Due to the large number of 
residents who are able to pursue active recreation as well as the high number of households with 
children and disabled persons, the Village and Township must plan recreational facilities that appeal 
to a wide variety of people. In addition, recreation must be affordable. Montmorency County reports 
a median household income of $47,803 (2023 US Census), which is only 69% that of the State of 
Michigan. 

Due to the fact that there are more developed recreational facilities and more cultural opportunities 
in the nearby City of Alpena, the Village and Township intend to capitalize on the natural assets to 
fulfill the needs of outdoor recreation in the community. With the surrounding fishing, camping, 
snowmobiling, and skiing opportunities, the Hillman area will lean towards the development of 
outdoor recreation to suit the needs of differing age groups, income levels, and physical abilities of 
residents and visitors. 
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Walkable Community 

The Village of Hillman completed a plan for developing a walkable community. Proposed projects 
extended into the surrounding Township as well. The residents of the community have voiced their 
support for having a walkable community.   

The plan includes a pathway from downtown out to the Junior/Senior High School. The plan also 
includes building a trailhead with parking across from the Brush Creek Mill, complete with picnic 
tables and landscaping. This will allow visitors and residents surrounding the community to use the 
pathway system. The pathway system will include physical fitness stops for extra workout 
opportunities.   

A footbridge over the Thunder Bay River will enhance the pathway usability by providing a direct 
route to additional parking and creating an appealing setting to walk through. 

Improvements to Existing Recreational Facilities 

Improvements and maintenance to current facilities will encourage residents and visitors to 
continue using them. The Village and Township plan to continue improving recreational 
opportunities available to area residents. Improving existing facilities only enhances the community 
for residents and visitors, and incorporating more ADA accessibility allows more users to enjoy the 
facilities.  

Approximately 15% of area residents are age 18 and under. Continued development of the 
SportsPlex and upgrades at Tournament and Tiger Paw Park would provide even more 
opportunities. During the Little League season, the fields are often booked beyond capacity. The 
addition of new fields at the SportsPlex would alleviate this problem and allow for the growth of 
youth sports.  

The recent improvements at Tournament/Tiger Paw Park have greatly improved accessibility. 
Paving the pathways within the park would greatly enhance the facility and improve accessibility. 
Approximately 44% of the population is age 60 and over, and approxmately 27% of the population 
has a disability. Improving accessibility at existing sites is very important to both the Village and 
Township.  

Continue and Expand Recreational Activities 

The Village and Township intend to find opportunities to provide recreational activities that appeal 
to a diverse group of people. Providing diverse and appealing activities not only appeals to area 
residents, but can also help to increase visitors and tourism. This increase can help support and 
enhance the local economy.  

A potential community theatre and partnering with Hillman Community Radio to provide concerts 
and other activities provides for the expansion of the arts and cultural activities for area residents 
and visitors. This could also draw more visitors to the area, further boosting the local economy.  
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The summer youth activities at Tiger Paw Park are already popular, but often must be limited 
in participants due to the limited available resources. Finding additional volunteers and 
dedicated funding opportunities would allow the programs to be available for a greater 
number of participants. 

Develop Promotional Program 

Many area residents and visitors are not aware of the many recreational opportunities that are 
already available. The Village and Township intend to work together to improve wayfinding signage 
to direct visitors and residents to existing public and private recreational facilities. Development of 
promotional maps and brochures will create more awareness of existing facilities and activities, and 
hopefully, drive greater participation. The Village and Township will also search for ways to turn the 
promotional materials into an ongoing promotional program. Utilizing this program outside of the 
immediate area would greatly increase participation in recreational offerings and further support 
the local economy. 
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Appendix A: SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS 

Question 1 
How often do you utilize the following facilities? 

 

Question 2 
What activities do you participate in at the following recreational facilities? (Not all activities apply 
to each facility) 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Emerick Park

Brush Creek Park

Brush Creek Mill

Pineview Park

Tournament Park

Tiger Paw Park

Hillman Community Center

2+ Times Per Week Weekly Monthly Occasionally Never

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Emerick Park

Brush Creek Park

Brush Creek Mill

Pineview Park

Tournament Park

Tiger Paw Park

Hillman Community Center

Biking Fire Pit Fishing Camping

Gardening Hiking Ice Skating Nature Viewing

Other Historic Features Picnicking Snowmobiling Special Events/Workshops

Volunteering
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“Other” responses included:  
• The kids play on the playgrounds at both Tiger Paw & Merrick Parks. Also, my family likes 

riding their ATVs on the trails & wish one went into town, but only snowmobiles have a trail 
into town. 

• Dog walking. 
• Boat launch. 
• The Lions walking trail behind Tiger Paw Park. 
• I never even knew there was a Pineview Park! 
• Little league alone makes TPP/Tournament Park the most used by the community, by far. 

With the river there (which nobody realizes), it could be the gem on the county.  
• Concerts. Parades, craft shows, festivals, etc. 

 

Question 3 
What improvements do you feel are needed at Emerick Park? 

• None. (x2) 
• More walking trails & places to enjoy the river.  
• Swings for babies! 
• The parking lot could use a few ruts filled. 
• Parking. 
• Get rid of the drugs. 
• Playground for kids. 
• More campsites you can rent in advance. 
• Updated kiddo playground, public handicap potty, more community events. 
• Trash cans down by the dam. 
• Things are starting to look a lot better there since they redid the playground. 
• Security. 
• Recent improvements are very nice. 
• Fishing pier dock. 
• Public basketball courts, splash pad, tennis courts, Food Truck Court. 
• Trash cans always full. 
• Upgraded facilities. Better bandstand. More activities. Limit the time for campers. Looks 

dumpy after a while. Splash pad. 
• I'm excited to see the new playground and pickleball courts! I think it will be a fantastic 

upgrade! 
• Not a pickle ball court... who plays pickle ball? Never even heard of it before. 
• Fencing around tennis court. 
• Bathhouse needs updating.  
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• I think we need to clean up the campground and include more activities on the busy 
weekends for kids. 

• Complete removal of the old playground equipment. 
• Probably more camping spots, and another pavilion but the playground improvement is nice. 
• Opened public bathroom. 
• Additional restrooms closer to band shell area. 
• Rules to ensure not a welcome place for transients. 
• I'm not sure if it is currently being done, but the parking lot for the big (rectangle) pavilion 

desperately needs to be bigger. 
• I'm happy to see the new pickle ball court and hope to try it. 
• Limits on how long guests can stay, this will allow others to enjoy the park camping and not 

allow it to turn into a trailer park. 
• Bathroom/shower upgrades. Improved boat launch. Kayak rentals. 

 

Question 4 
What improvements do you feel are needed at Brush Creek Park? 

• Community garden? 
• Get rid of the drugs. 
• More seating. 
• Updated kiddo playground, public potty handicap, more community events. 
• I didn’t know there was one. 
• I don’t know where it is. 
• Nicer tables and seating. 
• None. (x3) 
• Mowed and maintenance of high grass tree trimmed. 
• Stairway on by brush creek mill to river. 
• Better accessible paths. More seating. 
• More benches, picnic tables and some flowers planted along the pond. 
• I live here and do not know where this is!! 
• It needs to be better maintained.  
• Clean up shoreline. 

 

Question 5 
What improvements do you feel are needed at the Brush Creek Mill? 

• None. (x4) 
• Longer operating hours. 
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• More public events.  
• To feel welcome. The couple of events I attended, I felt out of place due to the 'cliques'. 
• If you're not one of their group, they look down their noses. 
• More community events.  
• Love the Mill! 
• Better access to the river.  
• Events and activities.  
• More parking. 
• Better access to river/water for fishing. 
• Additional parking. 
• Stain exterior wood. 
• More outdoor seats  
• More events. 
• Just availability which is determined by availability of volunteers.  
• Volunteers should not be so judgmental about why others don't volunteer as much.  
• River viewing dock. 
• Not an improvement, but the rental idea doesn't make sense to me (offering to rent out the 

small kitchen room OR the bigger room). It should be all or nothing because whoever rents 
the big room is going to want the kitchen, and whoever rents the kitchen area is going to 
have people entering through the main door/room. 
 

Question 6 
What improvements do you feel are needed at Pineview Park? 

• None. (x3) 
• Didn't know about this park. 
• Not many people know it’s a park. 
• I don't even know where this is? 
• Didn’t know we had a park named that.. Where is it? Maybe make it viable and more 

accessible to the public. 
• Never heard of it. 
• I don’t even know where this is. 
• Cleaned up more. 
• Signage, where is it. 
• Didn't even know it existed! 
• I live here and don't know where this is!! 
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Question 7 
What improvements do you feel are needed at Tournament Park? 

• None. (x3) 
• Didn't know about this park. 
• Fields could use some updating.  
• Clean up the fields and the dugouts.  
• Are these the ball fields? 
• If this is the fields at tiger paw park just more bleachers and a net over this sitting area. 
• Another pavilion and maybe some additional picnic tables. 
• Baseball fields could use better ongoing maintenance. 
• Better maintained.  
• Safety net between fields for foul balls. More bleachers. Improve bathroom building. The new 

pavilion looks great though. 
 

Question 8  
What improvements do you feel are needed at Tiger Paw Park? 

• None. (x2) 
• Update or clean-up the playground area. Also walking trails. Maybe add some educational 

boards with info on plants in the woods or animals that are found around the area. 
• Swings for babies!  
• Fields. 
• It’s ok. 
• Beautiful playground, but needs to be maintained better. The equipment needs to be painted. 

Fix broken black curbing. Kill the weeds and add new wood chips.  
• Haven't been in a while, security and wasp control. 
• Parking spots are very close together.  
• New updates play stuff, the court redone maybe some water features in the summer. 
• Bathroom updates and concession stand needs a little work. 
• Barriers to keep motorized vehicles off the walking path. 
• Maintain the landscaping around the playground better ... Redo the edging, much of it is 

cracked and broken, a layer of fresh mulch and weeding (I'd be happy to volunteer!) 
Additional interactive playground equipment. Tether ball, hopscotch painted on the sidewalk, 
maps of the great lakes, united states, continents of the globe painted on the ground for the 
purpose of being educational and a fun/interactive way of learning. 

• There's been a lot of work done there already ...new parking lot, pavilion expansion etc. 
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• I think if we had fun activities like fun runs and outdoor actives that would bring in more 
people. 

• Larger bathroom facility. More bleachers. Love the improvements already made to it though 
in the last year!  

• Available bathroom. 
• New playground equipment. 
• Fishing dock. 
• New wood chips, weeds taken care of around edging. 
• Needs attention. 
• Keep adding and improving playground equipment. Improve bathroom building. Maybe an ice 

rink in the winter. 
 

Question 9 
What improvements do you feel are needed at the Hillman Community Center? 

• None. (x4) 
• Arcade or game room. 
• Just normal updating.  
• More community events. 
• Update it. 
• Remove the brown carpet from the walls. Replace with some type of wood or life proof vinyl. 

The rest of the venue looks great.  
• Online paying for water. 
• Hours. 
• Too expensive to use. 
• Inside updates such as bathrooms the eating spots.  
• Kid friendly events, shows and events. 
• More activities for community families throughout year. 
• The entire bar area needs updating. New co2 system for kegs. Better fountain pop gun. 
• Need to updates baths and kitchen.  
• The interior needs an update, it's very dated.  
• None, well maintained building. 
• Needs attention.  
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Question 10  
What new or expanded recreational facilities do you feel are needed in the Hillman Area? 

• None at this time. 
• An art center? A place you could pay to use art supplies and learn crafts. 
• Movie theater.  
• Something for kids and community members. Not much to do in the winter so a place for 

kids would be awesome.  
• More things for kids to do such as movies, bowling, miniature golf, etc. 
• Paved nature trail, community event, bingo hall. 
• Theater, bowling, arcade, someplace to gather to work on your hobbies that’s open on the 

weekends. 
• More activities for teens. Solicit businesses to provide movie theater, bowling, etc. Canoe 

livery in town or Tiger Paw Park. Ice rink possibly at the football field at the elementary 
school (have light for night skating). Would maybe need a grant to pay for electric and 
liability insurance.  

• New buildings for businesses. 
• More walking areas/outdoor cafe/lunch areas. Picnic areas for families. 
• Something for younger people to do in the colder months, more affordable places to host 

things such as birthday parties. 
• Fush cleaning station more bench/tables. 
• ORV trail store. 
• I have always thought it would be a great investment to open an outdoor (or indoor) 

community pool.  
• It would be great to have an exercise facility where gym equipment and exercise classes can 

be offered.  
• Indoor walking path. 
• More handicapped friendly fishing areas along the river. 
• I think we need to upkeep the town and make it cleaner for an update on business and in 

general.  
• More hiking areas.  
• A small water park would be fun for the kids. Similar to the splash pad in Alpena. Since we 

don't have much for public access to our lakes, this would be a great addition.  
• Maybe better biking trails, and an ice rink for winter would be nice. 
• Ice rink, public restrooms, theater, a drive in would be great, picnic areas restaurants, 

bowling Alley. 
• More walking paths. 
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• I would love to see more hiking trails, not sure where these could go!!! I thought a little 
paved path was going to be added with plaques talking about trees, etc. when they got the 
recent grant. 

• A splash pad would be amazing. An outdoor ice rink, even for just a few weeks in the winter, 
would be great. 

• More pickleball, lighted basketball, teen rec center.  
• More ORV trail access. 
• Kayaking Ramp near the Mill. 

 

Question 11 
What new or expanded recreational activities do you feel are needed in the Hillman Area? 

• Educational activities that will help people learn about the land around us. 
• A Halloween event! Either a parade or community festival! Something for children and teens 

to do on Halloween that gets the whole village to celebrate! 
• Indoor play. 
• Disc golf course, skate park. 
• More things for families. 
• Bowling alley, water park, and movie theater. 
• Basketball court. 
• An ice skating rink would be nice to have. 
• Zip lines, tubing, canoeing, ORV trail. 
• Create an ORV trail to Alpena. 
• Indoor walking path. 
• More walking paths. 
• I think it would be nice if the ORV trail came directly into town. 
• Hiking trail and accessible kayaking along the river.  
• More ORV trail access. 
• Stop clear cutting, stop cutting the woods.  
• More walking trails. 
• Soccer program for youth would be great. Ice skating rink. 
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Question 12 
Do you think that the non-motorized trail network and trail amenities in the Hillman area should 
be expanded and promoted more? 

 

 
Question 13 
Do you think that the motorized trail network and trail amenities in the Hillman area should be 
expanded and promoted more?  

• Yes  57.14%  28 
• No   10.20%  5 
• No Opinion 32.65%  16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, 34

No, 3

No 
preference, 

12
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Question 14 
What recreational activities do you and/or your family enjoy? (Please check all that apply.)  

 

 

Question 15 
How far do you typically travel to use recreational facilities in the Hillman area?  
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Question 16 
What other recreational facilities (State-owned, local government, schools, or privately owned) do 
you or your family utilize in the Hillman Area?  

• None. (x3) 
• The Brush Creek Park, the Hillman walkable trail, Dairy Queen, roller skating.  
• Long Lake. 
• Community events. 
• The church’s when they have special events. 
• We have to travel outside Hillman because there isn't much here to utilize.  
• Elementary school playground. 
• School. 
• Boat launches ATV snowmobile trails. 
• Both schools for various meetings and activities and the county fairgrounds. 
• Campgrounds, local lakes for fishing. 
• We use the schools in Hillman.  
• Clear lake, trails in Alpena. 
• Community Center, Emerick Park, Tiger Paw Park 
• Aplex, NOAA, Alpena theater (cinema), Alpena theatres (live), Art in Loft, Plaza Pool. 
• Fletcher's Floodwaters for fishing / kayaking & Grass Lake. 
• Local campgrounds, swimming access at local lakes. 
• ORV trails and snowmobile trails. 
• All of the state land and recreational areas that are open to the public, including the boat 

launches in Montmorency County. 
 

Question 17 
What recreational activities do you leave the Hillman area for?  

• Swimming, Lazer tag, walking in parks & looking at nature. 
• Laser tag, arcade, shopping, museum. 
• Snowmobiling, hockey.  
• Bowling, soccer, movie theater.  
• Community events, nature viewing, movies/theatre, pool. 
• Disc golf, fishing, hiking, festivals, concerts, parks. 
• Theater’s, movies, shopping, eating out. 
• Bowling, movie theater, canoeing or tubing, softball tournaments.  
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• Most people can't afford them right now with the economy so bad. When we do it's because 
Hillman doesn't have anything around to do. 

• Swimming pool, Aplex for gymnastics and dance. Aplex for a workout center. 
• Movies, concerts, camping. 
• All of them. 
• Skiing and downhill tubing, camping, ORV, Snowmobile, dinner.  
• Hiking, camping. 
• Beach/swimming in lake Huron. 
• Not many. 
• Fitness/weight training, exercise classes, movie and live theater. 
• Soccer , wrestling. 
• Camping, fishing, walking, trail riding with ORV. 
• Snowboarding, ice skating, dance, shopping, camping.  
• Hiking, biking. 
• Na. 
• Movies. 
• Dining, theater, bowling.  
• Live theater, concerts, museums, movies, outdoor activities.  
• Hiking. 
• Indoor swimming/pool/splash pad, gymnastic/play gym. 
• Trail riding, biking, swimming, walking, sightseeing, kayaking, pickleball.  
• Camping and hiking.  
• Boating, fishing. 
• Same that we do in Hillman. 

 

Question 18 
Do you have family or friends who travel to the Hillman area and use recreational facilities? If so, 
which facilities?  

• No. (x8) 
• Yes, Tiger Paw Park. 
• Yes, Emerick Park, Brush Creek Park, Brush Creek Mill, Community Center, Tiger Paw Park, 

Tournament Park. 
• No there’s nothing here for them. 
• Camping, but park is small and is full most of the time. Maybe expansion of the park. It is a 

very nice facility. 
• Lakes and campgrounds. 
• Yes, Emerick Park and fishing at various lakes. 
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• The parks. 
• Yes, camping. 
• No, we don’t. 
• Brush Creek Mill, music pavilion, water activities on Lake Avalon. 
• Community center roller skating. 
• Yes, the lakes for fishing and snowmobile trails. 
• Yes, all of the facilities and thank you for keeping them available for us to enjoy. 
 

Question 19 
What are the ages of you and your household family members?  

 

Question 20 
Please select which community you reside in.  
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Question 21 
Other Comments? 

• Someplace to see and do things. 
• We need some new restaurants in this town, not just two more coffee shops, which will be 

very nice, but it would be nice to have a restaurant also. 
• We have great horseshoe pits - maybe more tournaments with some for younger people. 

Maybe more things like corn hole tournaments (including some for teens). I do want to say 
that things are improving and these are just some ideas for future expansion. Thank you 
everyone for your continued hard work. 

• Better activity for teen and young adults, everything is for kids or retirement age people. 
• We prefer the town to stay small. It's already changing, and not for the better. Higher taxes 

and the influx of riff raff moving to the area is going to force people to move out. 
• Hillman needs to focus on the desires and needs of its residents.  
• I would like to include more running trails and new basketball courts. 
• Keep up the good work and thank you for helping to make our community great. 
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